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[bookmark: _Hlk141276328]             We are a Welcoming Congregation 	


[bookmark: _Hlk133762170][bookmark: _Hlk133762786]
Services Every other Sunday at 10 am
Religious Education (RE) Classes and discussion Alternate Sundays at 10am                           
Zoom Link 2023 (to copy and paste) https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86489236390?pwd=VXU4K0pFZVZUZmdvVFRabFF2cHJ6UT09 

[bookmark: _Hlk141276283]Upcoming Services and Religious Education


Dec 3rd Service - Jerry Woolpy                         Tribalism on Trial                                                         (see preparation ideas below)

Dec 10th RE


Dec 17th Holiday Service 4pm

Dec 24th RE

Dec 31 Service-   Spirituality Committee – UU Seven Principles
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Many Thanks To….  Whoever brought cat and dog food for the Pantry. It was all distributed today.  The Pantry runs out of cat food every week.  

December Events


Holiday Concert 1 pm, Sun. December 3rd Campanile Center for the Arts Lakeland Community Band and Campanile Chorus

A Cookie Exchange Gala: Dec date to be determined.

UU Holiday Service & Potluck: Sunday Dec 17th at 4pm Hosted by Hospitality and Spirituality/Choir committees.


New Year's Eve Coffee Hour Festivities: Sunday Dec 31 following service.  Details closer to date. 

Circle Dinners to start up in 2024. Details later.

From Sharon Reilly Today: 
[bookmark: _Hlk152082713]This is a request for your support of the Adolescent Recovery and Wellness Center, a 36-bed residential facility designed to support Native American youth ages 13-17, is in the planning stages to be located in the town of Cassian. It is intended to treat teens who have substance use disorders and any occurring mental health conditions.
This intertribal project 20 years in the planning. Today I just received this news. There will be another Community meeting taking place tomorrow evening 11/29 at 5pm at the Cassian Town Hall (9110 Church Rd, Harshaw, WI 54529).  The Planning Committee will be reporting on their recommendation to the Town Board on the new GLITC Adolescent Recovery and Wellness Center C.U.P. (Conditional Use Permit). 
Unfortunately, there has been growing opposition to the center. Therefore, it would be beneficial if other community members could attend this meeting to express support.                                                                             
Alot of work has been put into the center and the momentum needs to continue now that GLITC has secured the land and funding for construction.  
 If you have any questions about the ARWC, please contact Sharon  608-963-0742.

Joan Hauer’s Reflection on Local Reaction to Proposed Adolescent Recovery and Wellness Center

WXPR 11/15 Press Release “Non-natives will be treated with priority given to native youth.

The Cassian town board expressed a number of concerns. Letters to the Editor in local papers have
expressed strong support for the project.

Cassian town residents and former NWUU President John Viste and Elaine Strite lent their firm support expressed strong support for the project.                     
They pointed out the need for residential care in this age group, as well as noting the addition of fifty employees in the area and the benefit for all.


Angela Koch, another town resident who lives across the street from the proposed site, started out against the project until she spoke to the CEO of Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Bryan Bainbridge. He provided contact information for future questions after answering all her questions. In her letter to the editor carried in Minocqua, Rhinelander papers, including the free Northwoods Star Journal, she notes.

July 24th meeting Tom Tiffany stating” There would be violent offenders in there.”


Be aware of the developments and know the facts; the need, the appropriateness of care and the concerns.
Tribalism on Trial
Preparation for Jerry Woolpy Service Dec 3, 2023
Please think to yourself of an event in your life in which you were taken advantage of, cheated, double dealt with, attacked, abused, or deceived. Imagine the person or person responsible and what you think about them. Keep this in mind, but don’t worry, no one will know who or what you are thinking. You won’t be asked to disclose anything.  This is a thought exercise only.  And please read the following short essay:

Perspective

Perspective 127. Israel and Hamas: A New Kind of War? By Alan Dowty
NOV 18, 2023
The bitter battles between Israel and the forces of Hamas blaze on with no clear end in sight, challenging existing notions on all sides. Have we in fact entered a new stage in the ways humans have devised to destroy each other?
No. Like all wars this one has some unique aspects, but it fits the general pattern of armed combat that has emerged in recent decades.
In perspective, throughout history combatants not strong enough to face enemy forces in conventional warfare have resorted to subterfuge, evasion, and concealment. They have avoided direct engagement while using hit-and-run tactics and remaining elusive as targets. There are no clear battlefields or battle lines and often no clear victory or victors; conflicts can drag on for extended periods with only fuzzy outcomes.
These conflicts have been labeled as sub-conventional, asymmetric, counter-insurgent, guerrilla, irregular, or partisan wars. One analyst defines them as “wars amongst the people,” since fighters conceal themselves by melting into a general population.
Since World War II direct military conflict between major powers has, happily, become a rarity, and consequently conventional wars have tapered off. The last full-scale conventional war in the Middle East was the Egyptian and Syrian attack on Israel in 1973. This was also the last big conventional war anywhere until Putin decided to invade Ukraine. Other than that, there have been only civil wars and minor campaigns (in the Balkans and Caucasus, for example), some of them closer to the sub-conventional model.
The previous short wars between Israel and Hamas (2008-09, 2012, 2014, 2021) fit the prevailing pattern. Hamas launched rocket attacks, Israel used its air power and (twice) limited incursions on the ground, both sides claimed victory, and afterward Hamas rebuilt its depleted military resources. The October 7 attack did, however, break with the pattern; Hamas was not only demonstrating its resistance to Israel, but also inflicted humiliating and painful losses on israel’s home turf, moving beyond the run-of-the-mill insurgency.
Another new element is that defeat of a well-entrenched guerrilla force has become much more difficult. It is worth mentioning that clearing ISIS out of Mosul, with U.S.-backed Iraqi forces, took nine months (!) in 2016-17.
There is also a major disconnect that comes out of this. International law evolved historically in the framework of conventional wars with defined battlefields and a relatively clear distinction between military and civilian. Combatants such as Hamas thrive precisely on blurring this distinction. And while Hamas committed gross violations of international law on October 7 – deliberate murder of civilians, rape and torture, taking hostages – by conventional standards Israel is still held to observance of the laws of war in its response to these violations.
Under this law Israel clearly has “just cause,” the right to wage war on Hamas and even to aim for its destruction. But in the conduct of this war it must in theory respect the very distinction between civilians and military that in fact is heavily obscured. The very nature of “war amongst the people” makes the aim of uprooting Hamas realistically impossible to achieve under these rules.
In other words, while the objective of preventing future attacks by Hamas is justified by international law, the only means of doing so involve the violation of other provisions of that same law. This is what the era of sub-conventional wars has brought about in practice.
Further Reading on topics related to this service:
A Day in the Life of Abed Salama: Anatomy of a Jerusalem Tragedy by Nathan Thrall
The Evolution of God by Robert Wright




December Milestones
	Natalia Graf                       
	12/08

	Cathy Peterson Shope     
	12/14

	Laurie Figueroa                  
	12/20

	
	



 
Announcements For distribution of announcements between newsletters or email/address corrections, Candy Sorensen at sorencan@yahoo.com or (715) 892-2997.
                 
[bookmark: _Hlk130829163]Editor’s Note Please send newsletter announcements and updates to ptimmler@gmail.com
Due Noon Wednesday, Dec 27 for the January 2024 NUUsletter.
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